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Over the years the book has received countless accolades from historians, other scholars, and the public. In a brilliant discussion of the book's treatment of women and gender, Darlene Clark Hine, the influential historian of the South and African American women's history, praised the book as "the Bible of Black History . . .
as much a historical document and artifact as it is a history of our civilization."
Columbia University historian Eric Foner acknowledged that FSTF "has introduced generations of students, as well as readers outside the academy, to the richness and drama of the African American experience, as well as making plain why no account never had a course on it. I have yet had a course in it, and I was sort of teaching myself as I was going along, which I thought was something of an asset because I had no preconceived notions of what it ought to be, no preconceived views of what it should be like, and I tended therefore to put it in a framework of American history generally. I had no axe to grind, you see, no cause to advance. I was tabula rasa. Whatever I found was alright with me. How might the writing and research, indeed the very need for African American history, as an academic discipline, change as a result of this? JHF: Well, how much has it changed? The more I look at the present, the more I'm impressed with how much remains the same. Or, how little it has changed, to put it another way The framework has changed. Maybe the concept of it has changed, but I'm not sure it's really changed. I have had the experience that students are more likely to think that things have changed a great deal. I was giving a lecture at Brown University about three years ago. It's when they were starting that movement to study the relationship of Brown
[University] to slavery. This bright young black woman in the audience?I think she was a sophomore?she got up and said, "Since segregation has been outlawed, and since we have moved so far in terms of desegregation, not integration, how do we know that there are vestiges, or remnants, of the past? How do we know that things are not all that different?" I said, you don't have to open both eyes, just open one eye and I think you will see the disparity in employment, the disparity in housing, the disparity in treatment by the police, and you look at any of the results of any of the things I am suggesting and you probably will realize how little things have changed, or how much we need to change yet. I think that the need [for African American history] is more pressing than ever. It was more pressing than ever in 1947, but if fulfilling the need or filling the need was a significant thing to do in 1947, it does not mean that the need is satisfied or that, all right now we've written it so, here it is, be happy and be pleased, go ahead about your business. The need It was personal. I could not purchase the home because I had a right to do it. I was able to buy it because I had happened to hire a lawyer whose father was on a Board, and after I became friendly with the lawyer, I was able to buy the house. It's just like making some kind of [deal] in Mississippi, where a sharecropper becomes friendly with someone who will do him a favor. That's all that was.
BP: What are your thoughts on the history of American racism outside the South? Many argue that racism is more hidden and insidious in the North. Your experiences looking for the house in Brooklyn, and the experience you and Mrs. Franklin had while driving with your baby to Cornell University, tell a different story.10 Is there a difference between race and racism in the South and race and racism in the North, historically speaking? JHF: Well, not as much as we have made it out to be. It's amazing: racism is not as crude and in a sense honest in the North as it is in the South, but it is there.
Racism is more accepted in the South and more expected in the South. And it is more prevalent in the South. But none of that can be advanced as an argument that it doesn't exist in the North as well, and it does exist. What is really different is the remarkable talent and imagination in the North to cover it up in some way so that in the South, if I'm looking for a house, they will say, "Well no niggers can live here." In Brooklyn, I simply could not find a real estate dealer who would show me a house. And when I go out to look for a house myself, there would be all kinds of excuses, "Well this house is under contract and if the contract falls through, I will be in touch with you." And even after I found a house in Brooklyn and I moved in, one of those houses theoretically under contract was still for sale right around the corner from where I bought my house. They never called me back. In the North, there is a less crude, but not less acceptable, form of discrimination. One was done the year I was born and the other was done a little bit later, but not much later.15 So here these things are that I am fascinated by, interested in, here are these things that are not being addressed and no one could say that it had been done and I was sort of looking over someone's shoulder. It still gave me the opportunity to be quite original.
BP: Why do you think that free blacks had been so understudied into the 1930s and 1940s? JHF: Oh, I think that first, it was incredible that they were free. And secondly, no one wanted to be responsible for bringing out the story that in the slave period there were large numbers of free blacks. Conspiracy of silences [laughs] . That history would have shown that blacks were capable of being free and of functioning in a society as free people when slavery was a dominant status for them, and as long as we keep that quiet, the better it is. And the history department wouldn't even consider having me in the department at
Harvard, from which I had two degrees. Oh, I'm not even thinking about those characters. So I just ignored them. I was scheduled to give a lecture there. You couldn't get into the lecture hall because people thought that I was up there to be tried out. I was up there to give a lecture which I had agreed to give the year before.
Anyway, that helped me to think through what I thought about these subjects and went, I had thought that I could take my wife. I wrote for them to find a place for my wife and by that time I had had a boy. And they said, "Well, we thought that you were coming alone. It's very important that you have contact with the students and we had thought that you would live among them and not with a family, but if you insist we will find a place for your [family] ." And when Aurelia saw that, she said, 
